
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DANCE THEATRE OF IRELAND  
AND THE 

NOW DANCE COMPANY, KOREA 
 

TOURING – IRELAND NOVEMBER & KOREA SEPTEMBER 2008 
 

 
 
 

Dance Theatre of Ireland  and the 
NOW Dance Company Korea  are 
delighted to join their Companies 
- Dancers and Musicians - in this 

very special co-production that will 
premiere in Seoul and tour in 

Ireland & Korea in Autumn 2008 .  
The 2 Companies will be in 

residencies (in Ireland and in 
Korea) creating two new works 

throughout Spring & Summer 2008.  
Bringing together dancers (4 from 
each Company) and Musicians (2 

from each Company), the 
programme will be performed by a 
cast of 12 members -- 8 Dancers 

and 4 Musicians/drummers, with 
the music performed live. 

 
Two cultures, two traditions, two 

unique music and dance histories, 
traditional and contemporary. 
The past brought forward, the 

visual, the sensual and the 
sentient; silence and music. 

 
This double bill features the 

choreography of In Young Sohn , 
Artistic Director  of the Korean 

Dance Company NOW , and 
Robert Connor & Loretta Yurick, 

Artistic Directors  of Dance 
Theatre of Ireland .   

 
The new works will premiere at the 

Seoul International Dance 
Festival  and tour in Korea in 

September 2008 , followed by a 
nationwide tour in Ireland in 

November & early December 
2008. 

 



 
 
Now Dance Company Artistic Director:   In-Young Sohn , Choreographer 
 
 
In-Young Sohn is a former member of the Korean National Dance Company and a former 
dance director of the Seoul Performing Arts Company in Seoul. She received an MA from 

teachers College at Columbia University 
in Arts and Education in the USA and is 
studying for a PhD in Asian Arts 
Philosophy at Sungyunkwan University 
in Seoul.  
 
Sohn is currently an independent artist 
creating new pieces while widely 
performing both traditional and 
contemporary dances. 

 
Teaching traditional and creative dance at Korean National University of Arts, she leads 
workshops, master classes, and lectures and performances in Korea and the USA. She 
received the prize of “Arts of the Year” from the Korean government with the piece “Internal 
and External” in 2005. 
 
Now Dance Company / The Company 
 
Now Dance Company is a professional dance company performing Korean Traditional and 
Contemporary dances, with more than 40 repertoire works. Founded in 1992, the Company 
has performed at Lincoln Centre  Out-of-doors and the 
American Museum of Natural History, New York, The 
Kennedy Center , Washington, D.C. and all over 
Europe.  
 
Focusing on dance through experience and experiment, 
the Company has been steadily touring and performing 
in Korea and overseas including the USA, Germany, 
Finland and Ireland.  NOW Dance Company creates & 
performs works based on Korean originality but 
influenced by contemporary culture.  Supported by the 
Arts Council of Korea, the Company’s performances 
have toured Finland, several Baltic countries, Turkey, 
Russian and the USA. 
 

www.nowdance.org 



 
DTI Artistic Directors:  Robert Connor  & Loretta Yurick , Choreographers  
 
Robert Connor & Loretta Yurick  have been at the forefront of contemporary dance in Ireland 
throughout their careers as performers, choreographers, teachers and producers. They have 

created over 33 original dance theatre works for 
theatre, festivals and television, utilizing original 
music and design with some of Ireland’s finest 
artists, including artists Robert Ballagh, Rupert 
Murray, Nigel Rolfe, writer/director Joe O’Byrne, 
and musician Pol Brennan, among others. 
 
Recently their work – WaterMark,  As a Matter 
of Fact, Evidence, Prism – has incorporated 
digital scenography, including video, motion 
capture and 3-D Digital animation & design.  

Robert & Loretta’s work has been presented in 
the USA, Korea , and at some of Europe’s finest 
Festivals including Montpellier International 
Danse Festival , Festival Int’l De Danse 
Contemporaine de Lausanne, Tanzwochen 
Dresden, Monaco Dance Forum, Essexdance 
MESH Festival,  and has toured to Italy, Wales, 
France, Sweden, Netherlands and Germany.    

 
They are founding members and were for many 
years Officers of the Association of Professional 
Dancers in Ireland. In 2000, President Mary 
McAleese  officially opened their new Centre for 
Dance in Dun Laoghaire, where, under their 
direction, more than 2500 people now dance 
yearly, commenting: “You are powerful 
Ambassadors for the exhilarating language of 
dance… your vision has done much to develop 
and promote dance as a dynamic force in 
Ireland.”    
 
Robert & Loretta’s work has embraced the 
search for vocabularies and collaborations, which 
enlighten the process of being human. Whether 
in abstract dance, or dance theatre, they produce 
work that has theatrical & emotional impact. 
 



  
4 Musicians/drummers playing live – 2 Irish & 2 Korean  
 
MUSICIANS  
 
Rory Pierce  
Rory Pierce studied Composition & Contemporary Music at the Royal Academy of Music 
London, where his teachers included Henryk Gorecki, Steve Martland & Gyorgi Ligeti. He is a 

multi-instrumentalist, most at home on cello, flutes, vocals & 
piano, but equally adept with computer beats and sampling. 
His style tends to be 50% pre-recorded computer 
soundscapes and 50% acoustic instruments. 
 
His recent work as a composer and performer includes, in 
2004, arranger/performer with The Divine Comedy; also in 
2004 composer for CoisCéim Dance Theatre - the award 
winning show Chamber Made  was performed at Kilkenny Arts 

Festival, Dublin Theatre Fringe Festival & Edinburgh Festival. 
 
Rory has also written the music for various short films & TV programmes for the  BBC, Aer 
Lingus advertising campaigns, Kavaleer Productions animation films, the BBC Singers, Dublin 
Youth Orchestra & various Northern Stage Theatre productions. In 2002 Rory was 
commissioned by the British Council to create the score for The Pearl  with Theatre Cap-A-
Pie: a music & theatre exchange between Burkina Faso and England. From 1998-2000 he 
composed, performed & toured extensively with the late, great Real World artist Martyn 
Bennett. In 2005 he composed the original score for Dance Theatre of Ireland's WaterMark , 
which toured nationally in 2005 and internationally in 2006. 
 
Nick Bailey 
Nick Bailey , from Wexford, Co. Wexford, is one of Ireland’s finest percussionists. He has 
toured extensively throughout the world with many International productions, including  

Riverdance the Show .  He is the founder of Extreme 
Rhythm  a drumming performance group which is a 
spectacular display of powerful drumming, brilliant 
choreography, colourful costumes and drama.  They have 
performed all over Ireland and in many countries world-wide, 
billing along side such groups as Destiny's Child, The Afro 
Celts, Celtic Woman and the Sawdoctors  
 
Nick's range of music is extremely broad, working in Celtic 
Styles African, Japanese, Hip Hop, Samba, and much more. 
He has performed at Carnegie Hall and Radio City Music Hall, 
New York, USA; the Royal Albert Hall, London and 
Birmingham Symphony Hall, UK; Osaka Festival Hall and 
Tokyo International Forum, Japan and many others. 
 

 
 
  
 
                                                                     
  
 
  
 

 

 



 
Dance Theatre of Ireland / The Company 

 
Dynamic and multi-faceted, Dance Theatre of Ireland creates, 
produces and tours dance theatre which is visually arresting and 
strong in theatrical and emotional impact. The Company’s work 
reflects the vision of its artistic directors, and emerges from a world 
where the senses, the intellect and the heart co-exist; where 
accumulated life experiences and the inexplicable visions of the 
imagination are equal parts.   
 
In over a decade, Dance Theatre of Ireland has exemplified 
continued excellence and innovation in choreography, music and 
design. Featuring the work of Artistic Directors Robert Connor & 
Loretta Yurick,  and renowned international guest choreographers, 
the Company tours extensively to all major venues in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland and by invitation to international Festivals and 
theatres in the USA, Korea and throughout Europe.  
 
Featuring a repertoire rich in collaboration with Irish composers, 
designers and poets, increasingly the Company collaborates with 
artists in New Technologies, and with writers and digital designers. 
 

The President of Ireland MaryMcAleese officially opened the Company’s purpose built studio 
in 2001, where they rehearse as well as offer a programme of professional and recreational 
courses to some 3000 people yearly.   They also conduct the country’s largest, award-winning 
Dance Outreach Programme. 
 
Dance Theatre of Ireland’s work is supported primarily by The Arts Council with  
assistance from a wide variety of Cultural institutions including Culture Ireland, International 
Consulates and the Ireland Fund.  Its work has twice been awarded assistance from the 
European Commission. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact danceire@iol.ie  or call 01 280 3455 
You can also visit www.dancetheatreireland.com  

 
 
 


